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Introduction !

® Recent legislation introduced to increase speed
limits in Michigan
Rural Freeway General Speed Limit of 80 mph
Urban freeway General Speed Limit of 70 mph
Truck/Bus Freeway Speed Limit of 70 mph
Trunk Line General Speed Limit of 65 mph
* MDOT research project to examine speed limit
policy impacts
Initial Scope {02/13): Increasing truck speed limit
Scope Increase (11/13): Increasing maximum speed limit
Scope increase (07/14); Prioritization of non-freeways
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Recent Policy Changes Nationwide ! :
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Recent Speed Limit Increases - |3

Nationwide Findings

® Increases have generally occurred on select
segments {i.e., not system-wide)
= Feasibility determined based on engineering
studies, evidence, and data
= BSth percentile speeds
= Realistic, reasonable, and appropriate speed limits
= Too soon for safety analysis
= Unknown economic impacts
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Impacts of Palicy on Safety

¢ Safety impacts of important Federal actions

= 1974 -1987
55 mph maximum speed limit on all U 5. roadways
Traffic faralities decreased by =7,500 annually

= 1987 -1985
65 mph allowed on rural interstates
Traffic fatalitles increased by 29 percent

= 1995 - present
Maximum speed limits controlled by states
More than 12,500 total additional fatalities {through 2005}
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Speed Data Collection Sites (n = 157) | 2.

Speed Results — Passenger Vehicles | 3
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il e - tE ¢ Truck% had little Impact on passenger vehicle speeds
Speed Results — Trucks/B $ 3.
peed Results — Trucks/Buses 5 Benefit/Cost Analysis for Statewide | £
. Speed Limit Increases - Freeways |°
Current Speed Umit__ Proposed Speed Limit _ Benefit/ Cost
70/60 mph 70/65 mph 0.75
70/60 mph 70/70 mpht 0.67
70/60 mph 75/70 mph 0.65
70/60 mph B0/70 mph 0.62
55/55 mph 70/70 mph 0.27

Considered costs and benefits related 1o:

* Truck operating speeds are correlated with speed limit Inirastructure vpgrades
* Truck speed compliance is lowest in Michigan (likely due to fowest Travel time and! foel consumpilon
Traftic crashes
rural truck speed limit)

= Truck% Influenced truck speeds (trucks travel faster together)
e . N
=i Maximum Non-Freeway Speed 3an
- Limits .

Non-Freeways
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